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09 May 2024 
 
 

 
 
Tēnā koe  
 
I refer to your email dated 10 April 2024, requesting the following under the Official 
Information Act 1982 (the Act): 
 

“Might there have been some discussion of this internally at MoT? 

I’m trying to work out how dealers got included, in the design phase, or perhaps they 
were always summed to be going to be eligible so it was a non-issue?” 

Five documents fall within the scope of your request and are detailed in the schedule 
attached as Annex 1. The schedule outlines how the information you requested has been 
treated under the Act. 
Certain information is withheld under the following sections of the Act:  

9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural persons 
9(2)(h) to maintain legal professional privilege 

 
Please note that on 19 April 2021, Cabinet agreed to implement the Clean Car Discount, 
enabling consumers to receive discounts on their first purchase of newly registered zero and 
low emissions vehicles. The general function of administering the Clean Car Discount, along 
with operational sub-functions such as the eligibility criteria for assessing whether an 
applicant qualifies as a consumer for a rebate, were outlined by a Ministerial Direction dated 
20 June 2021 and details were then mutually agreed upon by the New Zealand Transport 
Agency (NZTA) and the Ministry of Transport in a letter dated 30 June 2021. 
 
The attached documents provide information on the development of the eligibility criteria, as 
well as the checks and balances introduced to prevent any potentially fraudulent activity.  
 
With regard to the information that has been withheld under section 9 of the Act, I am 
satisfied that the reasons for withholding the information at this time are not outweighed by 
public interest considerations that would make it desirable to make the information available. 
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review of this response by the Ombudsman, 
in accordance with section 28(3) of the Act. The relevant details can be found on the 
Ombudsman’s website www.ombudsman.parliament.nz  
 
 



 
  

 

 

transport.govt.nz | hei-arataki.nz 
HEAD OFFICE: PO Box 3175, Wellington 6140, New Zealand. PH: +64 4 439 9000 
AUCKLAND OFFICE: NZ Government Auckland Policy Office, PO Box 106483, Auckland 1143, New Zealand. PH: +64 4 439 9000 

  

The Ministry publishes our Official Information Act responses and the information contained 
in our reply to you may be published on the Ministry website. Before publishing we will 
remove any personal or identifiable information. 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 

 
Natasha Rave 
Acting Manager Environment  
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WAKA KOTAHI NZ TRANSPORT AGENCY DOCUMENT TITLE // 3 

PHEV $ 5750 $ 2300 $ 5000 $ 2000 

Note: GST is included in rebates, except for public authorities, which cannot claim the 
GST. 

Definition 

Company car means the vehicle is to be used by staff members of the registered motor 
vehicle trader for the primary purpose of carrying out their work.  

Courtesy car means a vehicle that is used for the primary purpose of being provided to 
customers while their vehicle is temporarily unavailable.  

Demonstration vehicle means a vehicle that is used by staff members of the registered 
motor vehicle trader for the primary purpose of demonstrating the vehicle as a product to 
potential customers.    

Registered motor vehicle trader means a person registered as a motor vehicle trader 
under the Motor Vehicle Sales Act 2003.  

Relevant vehicle means a vehicle in relation to which the rebate is being applied for. 

Lessor means a person who is recorded as a leasing company in the motor vehicle 
register.  

Lessee means a person who is leasing a vehicle from a lessor. 

Battery electric vehicle or BEV means a light electric vehicle with the motive power 
wholly derived from an external source of electricity. 

Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle or PHEV means a light electric vehicle that is not a 
battery electric vehicle. 

Light Electric Vehicle- 

(a) means a vehicle
(i) classified as MA, MB, MC, MD1, MD2 or NA under Part 2 of Table A of

the Land Transport Rule: Vehicle Standards Compliance 2002; and
(ii) with a gross vehicle mass of no more than 3,500 kilograms; and
(iii) with motive power wholly or partly derived from an external source of

electricity; and
(b) excludes:

(i) vehicles that have previously been registered in New Zealand; and
(ii) vehicles that are never registered to be used on roads.

(c) To provide further clarity, the following cannot be light electric vehicles:
(i) a moped within the meaning given in section 2(1) of the Land Transport

Act 1998:
(ii) a motorcycle within the meaning of section 2(1) of the Land Transport

Act 1998:
(iii) a motor tricycle:
(iv) a power assisted cycle within the meaning of clause 1.6 of the Land

Transport (Road User) Rule 2004:
(v) a special interest vehicle within the meaning given in Part 2 of the Land

Transport Rule: Frontal Impact 2001:
(vi) a veteran motor vehicle within the meaning given in regulation 3 of the

Land Transport (Motor Vehicle Registration and Licensing) Regulations
2011:

(vii) a vintage motor vehicle within the meaning given in regulation 3 of the
Land Transport (Motor Vehicle Registration and Licensing) Regulations
2011:
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WAKA KOTAHI NZ TRANSPORT AGENCY DOCUMENT TITLE // 4 

(viii) all heavy vehicles (being vehicles with a gross vehicle mass of more
than 3, 500 kilograms):

(ix) any other vehicle not classified under Part 2 of Table A of the Land
Transport Rule: Vehicle Standards Compliance 2002.
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To: Steph Gregor <S.Gregor@transport.govt.nz>; Saul Derber <Saul.Derber@nzta.govt.nz> 
Cc: Darrell Hart <Darrell.Hart@nzta.govt.nz>; Juliet Esposito <Juliet.Esposito@nzta.govt.nz>; Chris Roblett 
<c.roblett@transport.govt.nz>; Emma Petersen <E.Petersen@transport.govt.nz>; b.booth 
<b.booth@transport.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: CCD ‐ Urgent clarification of scope of Ministerial Direction 

Thanks Steph, 

Their titles are as follows: 

Paul Fantham / Senior Manager (he/him) 
Commercial Licensing and Revenue 

Brett Aldridge (he/him) 
Chief Operating Officer 

Ngā mihi, 

Shannon Bainbridge (she/her) 
Clean Cars Business Owner, Commercial Licensing and Revenue 
Te Rōpu Waeture | Regulatory Services 
Phone:  
Mobile:  

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency 

From: Steph Gregor <S.Gregor@transport.govt.nz>  
Sent: Monday, 28 June 2021 5:13 pm 
To: Saul Derber <Saul.Derber@nzta.govt.nz> 
Cc: Shannon Bainbridge <shannon.bainbridge@nzta.govt.nz>; Darrell Hart <Darrell.Hart@nzta.govt.nz>; Juliet 
Esposito <Juliet.Esposito@nzta.govt.nz>; Chris Roblett <c.roblett@transport.govt.nz>; Emma Petersen 
<E.Petersen@transport.govt.nz>; b.booth <b.booth@transport.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: CCD ‐ Urgent clarification of scope of Ministerial Direction 

Hi everyone, 

Saul, thanks for your time on the phone over the course of today. 

As discussed, please find attached a draft letter from the Ministry to WK. 

I have made a couple of comments of questions I have, could you please have a look through the document and 
respond to these questions as well as providing any additional feedback you may have. 

I understand that this letter is best addressed to Paul Fantham, copying in Brett Aldridge. Could you please confirm 
this and send me confirmation of role titles, where to be addressed etc. 

If you could please have any comments to me by midday tomorrow that would be greatly appreciated, but if any 
issues with this timeframe just let me know! 

Cheers  
Steph Gregor (she/her) 
Solicitor 
Corporate Services | Te Kāhui Tangata 
Ministry of Transport – Te Manatū Waka 
M:   E: S.Gregor@transport.govt.nz  www.transport.govt.nz 
Enabling New Zealanders to flourish 

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)
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3

This [SEEMAIL] is confidential to the Ministry of Transport and may be legally privileged. If this email is not intended for you, do 
not use, read, distribute or copy it. Please notify the sender of the email immediately and then delete the email and any 
attachments. 

From: Steph Gregor  
Sent: Monday, 28 June 2021 11:19 AM 
To: Saul Derber <Saul.Derber@nzta.govt.nz>; Chris Roblett <c.roblett@transport.govt.nz>; Emma Petersen 
<E.Petersen@transport.govt.nz> 
Cc: Shannon Bainbridge <shannon.bainbridge@nzta.govt.nz>; Darrell Hart <Darrell.Hart@nzta.govt.nz>; Juliet 
Esposito <Juliet.Esposito@nzta.govt.nz>; Brendan Booth (B.Booth@transport.govt.nz) <B.Booth@transport.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: CCD ‐ Urgent clarification of scope of Ministerial Direction 

Hi Saul, 

We are currently drafting this letter and hope to send a draft to you later today for you to check that it gives you 
sufficient certainty. Happy to have a call later on to discuss the draft if that is helpful, given the tight timeframe. 

We will also have a think about who is best to sign the letter on behalf of the Ministry and who at WK it should be 
addressed to – as it is operational and reflects agreement between the Ministry and Agency probably not the Chair. 
If you have any thoughts on this please send them through  

Talk to you later in the day, but please feel free to get in touch any time if necessary. 

Cheers, 
Steph Gregor (she/her) 
Solicitor 
Corporate Services | Te Kāhui Tangata 
Ministry of Transport – Te Manatū Waka 
M:   S.Gregor@transport.govt.nz  www.transport.govt.nz 
Enabling New Zealanders to flourish 

This [SEEMAIL] is confidential to the Ministry of Transport and may be legally privileged. If this email is not intended for you, do 
not use, read, distribute or copy it. Please notify the sender of the email immediately and then delete the email and any 
attachments. 

From: Saul Derber <Saul.Derber@nzta.govt.nz>  
Sent: Sunday, 27 June 2021 8:13 PM 
To: Chris Roblett <c.roblett@transport.govt.nz>; Steph Gregor <S.Gregor@transport.govt.nz>; Emma Petersen 
<E.Petersen@transport.govt.nz> 
Cc: Shannon Bainbridge <shannon.bainbridge@nzta.govt.nz>; Darrell Hart <Darrell.Hart@nzta.govt.nz>; Juliet 
Esposito <Juliet.Esposito@nzta.govt.nz> 
Subject: CCD ‐ Urgent clarification of scope of Ministerial Direction 

Hi All 

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(h)
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4

Kind regards  
Saul 

From: Saul Derber 
Sent: Friday, June 25, 2021 3:34:33 PM 
To: Chris Roblett <c.roblett@transport.govt.nz>; Steph Gregor <S.Gregor@transport.govt.nz>; Emma Petersen 
<E.Petersen@transport.govt.nz> 
Cc: Shannon Bainbridge <shannon.bainbridge@nzta.govt.nz>; Darrell Hart <Darrell.Hart@nzta.govt.nz>; Juliet 
Esposito <Juliet.Esposito@nzta.govt.nz> 
Subject: CCD ‐ Urgent clarification of scope of Ministerial Direction  

Legally Privileged and in Confidence 
s 9(2)(h)

s 9(2)(h)
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5

Ngā mihi nui, 
Saul 

Saul Derber (he/him) / General Counsel, Regulatory  

Legal Team / Corporate Support 

DDI     
E saul.derber@nzta.govt.nz / w nzta.govt.nz 

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency 
Auckland Office / Level 5, AON Centre, 29 Customs Street West,  
Private Bag 106602, Auckland 1143, New Zealand 
_________  _____________________________________________    

This message, together with any attachments, may contain information that is classified and/or subject to 
legal privilege. Any classification markings must be adhered to. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
must not peruse, disclose, disseminate, copy or use the message in any way. If you have received this 
message in error, please notify us immediately by return email and then destroy the original message. This 
communication may be accessed or retained by Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency for information 
assurance purposes.  
This message, together with any attachments, may contain information that is classified and/or subject to legal 
privilege. Any classification markings must be adhered to. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not 
peruse, disclose, disseminate, copy or use the message in any way. If you have received this message in error, please 
notify us immediately by return email and then destroy the original message. This communication may be accessed 
or retained by Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency for information assurance purposes.  

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(h)
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From: Saul Derber <Saul.Derber@nzta.govt.nz>  
Sent: Wednesday, 30 June 2021 4:49 pm 
To: Steph Gregor <S.Gregor@transport.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: FYI ‐ letter in process of being finalised 

That change sounds acceptable as long as you’re not asking us to decipher what is Government policy.  The issue is 
that the specifics are light on detail and that is why we look to the Ministry to assist in clarifying.  

From: Steph Gregor <S.Gregor@transport.govt.nz>  
Sent: Wednesday, 30 June 2021 4:31 PM 
To: Saul Derber <Saul.Derber@nzta.govt.nz> 
Subject: Re: FYI ‐ letter in process of being finalised 

Hi Saul, we have been asked to make clear in annex two that we are advising on what actions are consistent with 
government policy rather than expressly directing the agency in a particular manner. Just making those last changes 
now – they don’t change the substance. Still on track to come through today 

From: Saul Derber <Saul.Derber@nzta.govt.nz> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 30, 2021 4:20:02 PM 
To: Steph Gregor <S.Gregor@transport.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: FYI ‐ letter in process of being finalised  

It’s getting very late Steph – what’s the hold up? 

From: Saul Derber  
Sent: Wednesday, 30 June 2021 3:09 PM 
To: Steph Gregor <S.Gregor@transport.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: FYI ‐ letter in process of being finalised 

Thanks! 

From: Steph Gregor <S.Gregor@transport.govt.nz>  
Sent: Wednesday, 30 June 2021 2:21 PM 
To: Saul Derber <Saul.Derber@nzta.govt.nz> 
Subject: FYI ‐ letter in process of being finalised 

Hi Saul, letter is almost finalised now সহ঺঻ Has gone up for signature and once we have that will send it straight 
through  

Steph Gregor (she/her) 
Solicitor 
Corporate Services | Te Kāhui Tangata 
Ministry of Transport – Te Manatū Waka 
M: + E: S.Gregor@transport.govt.nz  www.transport.govt.nz 
Enabling New Zealanders to flourish 

This [SEEMAIL] is confidential to the Ministry of Transport and may be legally privileged. If this email is not intended for you, do 
not use, read, distribute or copy it. Please notify the sender of the email immediately and then delete the email and any 
attachments. 

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 

s 9(2)(a)
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Wellington (Head Office) | Ground Floor, 3 Queens Wharf | PO Box 3175 | Wellington 6011 | NEW ZEALAND | Tel: 
+64 4 439 9000 |

Auckland | NZ Government Auckland Policy Office | 45 Queen Street | PO Box 106238 | Auckland City | Auckland 
1143 | NEW ZEALAND | Tel: +64 4 439 9000 |  

Disclaimer: This email is only intended to be read by the named recipient. It may contain information which is 
confidential, proprietary or the subject of legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you must delete this 
email and may not use any information contained in it. Legal privilege is not waived because you have read this email. 

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 

This message, together with any attachments, may contain information that is classified and/or subject to legal 
privilege. Any classification markings must be adhered to. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not 
peruse, disclose, disseminate, copy or use the message in any way. If you have received this message in error, please 
notify us immediately by return email and then destroy the original message. This communication may be accessed 
or retained by Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency for information assurance purposes.  
This message, together with any attachments, may contain information that is classified and/or subject to legal 
privilege. Any classification markings must be adhered to. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not 
peruse, disclose, disseminate, copy or use the message in any way. If you have received this message in error, please 
notify us immediately by return email and then destroy the original message. This communication may be accessed 
or retained by Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency for information assurance purposes.  
This message, together with any attachments, may contain information that is classified and/or subject to legal 
privilege. Any classification markings must be adhered to. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not 
peruse, disclose, disseminate, copy or use the message in any way. If you have received this message in error, please 
notify us immediately by return email and then destroy the original message. This communication may be accessed 
or retained by Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency for information assurance purposes.  
This message, together with any attachments, may contain information that is classified and/or subject to legal 
privilege. Any classification markings must be adhered to. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not 
peruse, disclose, disseminate, copy or use the message in any way. If you have received this message in error, please 
notify us immediately by return email and then destroy the original message. This communication may be accessed 
or retained by Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency for information assurance purposes.  
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Note: This document was signed by Brett Aldridge on 1 July 2021. 
No additional changes to the content were made.
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